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Varenna: A jewel in
the Lake Como crown

Mark Browne takes a look at the
picturesque village of Varenna on
Lake Como

hile Lake Como has long been a
famed touristic hotspot and has
even enjoyed a renewed level of

interest in recent years thanks to high-profle

vists from Hollywood A-Listers like George

Clooney, the vilage of Varenna has perhaps.

remained less well known than larger local

centres suich as Como itself or Bellagio.

However, in recent years it has blossomed

into another jewel on the lake that not only

enjoys fantastic lake vistas but has multiple
points of nterest n its own right. With
lockdown thankfully ending and the region
being open o tourism again, | went to find
outmore.
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The village of Varenna

Dating back to the Middle Ages, Varenna,
located on Lake Como's eastern bank
approximately halfway up the lake and
opposite the peninsula of Bellagio, is a
traditional, historic Ralian vilage nestled
between the lake's waters and the hisides
above. ts town centre, Piazza San Giorgio, is
dominated by the San Giorgio church, which
dates back 1o the 14t century. Its relatively
plain Romanesque exterior contrasts with the
interior's colourful fresco decorations.
Cobbled lanes wind past and through blocks
of andient houses leading off the square
down to the lake and a smal collection of
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Gomo area, and
the neighbouring
Royal Victoria
Hotel. Both are
four-star hotels
The latter, named
in honour of
Queen Victoria,
who visited here
in 1838, is set in
ahistorical
buiding which
has recently been
full renovated to
refiect modem
tastes and
standards,
including a ful
spa, whik stil capturing its historical
character and charm. With its entrance
facing onto the town square, Piazza San
Giorgio, the hotel's rear affords direct access
to.a beach on the lake tself as well as its
own pool.

The hotel's rooms command fantastic vistas
over the lake towards Bellagio, as well as the
‘gardens of Villa Cipressi, which are directly
accessible from the hotel via a short
pedestrian bridge - a great spot for a pre-
dinner stroll. While there are numerous
botanical gardens in the Lake Como area,
the Vila Cipressi is the only one with a four-
star hotel within its grounds. The town also

s @ number of smaler establishments
offering accommodation.

Accessibility
One of the great features of Varennais how
accessible t is, with road, rail and even water
transport affording easy access. Located not
far from the north-bound Autostrada,
motorists can quickly reach the town directly
from this or altematively take the more scenic
lakeside minor roads winding towards t.
Either way, a large mulistory car park in the
town provides plenty of capacity to leave the
‘car while enjoying your stay or exploring the
area by other means without the stress of
seeking roadside parking.
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‘The minor roads are also popular with
cyclists touring the area. The town is on a
main train line from Milan and has a station
right in the centre so Its readly accessible for
those preferring not to drive. The train from
central Mian takes only one hour. Finaly, its.
possible to arive by water transport. The
town enjoys a busy schedule for various
boats that faciltate both pedestrians and
even vehicles on small car ferries, o Varenna
can be included in a natical tour of the lake,

Its also possible to arrive in style across the
water via a traditional iconic w

Spoedooat, whch s avalab or pivato hiro
or used as a water tax. Varenna s probably
best viewed flom the water, and it close-
packed, colourful buidings along the water's
edge make a beautitul picture when viewed
from approaching boats, especially n the late
afternoon sunshine. Definitely a picture for
the alboum

In summary, very accessible and well worth
visitin its own right, Varennais certainly not
to be missed on any visit to Lake Como. It
can be enjoyed throughout a stay and can be
the perfect location to use as a base for
broader local travels

Mark Browne was a guest of the Royal
Victoria Hotel.
www.royalvictoria.com ®

VAN DER VALK

HOTEL NIVELLES-SUD

Restaurant

Cocktail bar

The best

...in the heart

of Belgium !

Wellness

Free Parking

e N

www.hotelnivellessud.be

leather shops, bars and restaurants, as well
alake-side walkway to the ferry landing on
the northern end of the town

At the southern edge of the town lies the Villa
Monastero. Founded as a monastery in the
11th or 12th century, it currently serves as a
museum, botanical garden and convention
centre. Speaking of botanical gardens, the
nearby Villa Cipressi also boasts beautil
gardens overlooking the lake. Strolling the
levels of its paths amidst ts verdant foliage
and statues affords beautiful vistas amidst a
contemplative and calming environment
characterised by the verdant foliage of
Cypress trees. Itis one of the most famous
botanical gardens of the area and is part of
the prestigious Grandi Giardini ltaliani
collection,

For the benefit of those

enjoying the natural beemy
of the location, QR co
arenow ncludedon he.
plants to provide visitors
with detailed information,
ute

is suggested to best
appreciate the gardens.

Perched on a hilltop overlooking the town,
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centre southwards to the nearby town
of Fiumelatte. The area is also a popular
cycling route.

To the north, the nearby town of Bellano has
an interesting geological feature worth
visiting. The Belano Ravine is a naturs
gorge, formed over approximately 15 milion
years by the waters of the Pioverna, which
carved a deep ravine through the rock. Itis
now accessible by a series of walkways and
bridges that give iImpressive views of the
weierisls and cavera of the qore: Eeteno

also has a saling marina and several
kitesurfing schools. It is possible to arrange
tours of local vineyards and tastings of
cheese and other local prodice to
experience the regional delicacies at first
hand in their native environmen

“ HOLLYWOOD 77 0ty
A-LISTERS
LIKE GEORGE disappoint in this regard.
CLOONEY ”

marvellous cuisine, and
Varenna certainly does not

The village offers mytiad
dining options, many of
‘which afford panoramic
views over the lake. In fact,
the northern part of the town centre is replete
with restaurants, primarly featuring local
tnkan speckia. Theoenchde takeside

lies the Castello di Vezio, an
fortress that nowadays serves as a museun,
‘The path up from the vilage affords an
invigorating strol.

Other Activities
Varenna can aiso be useful as a base from
which to explore the surrounding area and
other towns on the lake. The ferry landing
faciltates day trips by boat to other spots of
interest around Lake Como. For example.
Bellagio is only 15 minutes away across the
lake while Villa Carlotta in Tremezzo is a ltle

ver 25, It's easy to amange private nautical
transfers or arrange boat hires. For those
seeking exercise, a greenway waling route,
the Green Way di Patriarchi, winds along the
lake shore from Varenna town

locations but
atmospheric backstreets of the town. Tney
also feature local wines, many of which are
‘made from the Nebbiolo grape that flourishes
in the mountainous terrain of the region.

Al budgets are catered for but, for those
wishing to indulge themselves, the Royal
met restaurant located on a veranda
overlooking Lake Gomo within the Royal
Victoria Hotel offers a five-course tasting
menu featuring typical Larian cuisine, as well
as dishes with a more international flavour.

Where to
‘The pre-eminent hotels in Varenna are the
Hotel Villa Cipressi, a traditional luxurious
lakeside vill that is characteristic of the Lake
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